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omestic workers in Montgomery
Coonly won't be getting their own
“bill of rights” to protect them from
relatively low salaries and poor health

insurance. That decision will be lefl to the next
County Couneil lected in November,

MONTGOMERY mnnoox

Domestic Workers’ ‘Bill of Rights’ Lacks Council Backing

haur as well 25 health insurance, paid sick days
anid paid holidays for domestic workers, many
of them Hispanic women who work as house-
keepers or nannies.

A survey eommissionad by the council :md

ducted by George Washi Usi

graduate students this year found that domes-
tic workers are underpaid, work long hoars
ﬁg receive inadequate health<are benefits

Council President George L. Leventhal (D-
At Large), who is up for reelection, said this
week that 5o council member wroukd sponsar a
hill caling for & mininwm wage of $10.50 an

oviginns,
Om Monday, the Monfgomery County Corn-
mission for Women sent a meno to the couneil
recommending that the county conduct a pab-

lic information campaign about workers'
rights and employers’ responsibilities and ere-
ale 2 community-hased Tesource center for do-
mestic workers with a designated lisizon from
the county govermment, The commission did
ot take a position on the bifl of rights.

Leventhal sald he and other council mem-
bers would consider the commission’s recum-
mendations but had copcerns about the bill of
rights.

“T think for us to establish rights In las for
the private market, demanding certan wagos
and benefits, #'s & dramatic step that county

government has not taken before,” be ssid,
"We do not regulate wages and benefits for the
private markel today.”

CASA of Marvland, the nonprofit immi-
grant advocacy group that has led the il of
rights effort, is not giving up.

Alexis de Simone, CASA' wmmu.urgmzz
er, said that the organization would lobhy
Buchy Trachienberg and Valerie Ervin, the two
female nemeitcumbent Democmatic nominees
for counwil seats in the Now, 7 general election,

Lack of Support for Domestzc Workers ‘Bill of Rights’

“1 think they're going to be a lol more re
sponsive to the needs of our community and
the needs of low-income working women,” de
Sirnone said.

Trachtenberg said she would support a com-
munity-hased cenfer for the workers but
stopped short of backing the legislation.

“I'm certainly hopeful that Tll have con-
versations with CASA aboot this in the fo-
ture,” she said. “As to what T would sponsor,
E'm'noiqlutewrealthispm'ntwhal#halwnuld

Ervin said she wants domestic workers to
get belter treatment but thinks the bill of
rights proposal is fawed,

“The bill ‘was just not ready for prime time,
and it's got a Jot of problems with it because T
don't think the county has any legal standing
to do what they are asking the county to do.”
she said,

Leventhal saad part of the probiem with the
b?l: of riglits is that it would exclode other em-
poyees, R

“Dioanestic workers for the most part don't
gt two weeks' paid vacation but neither do
‘hartenders or cab drivers,” Leventhal said.

Die Simone said domestic workers are par-
ticutarty vulnerable “Domestic vworkers have
heen so isolated and so excluded from kabor
protection that they need labor protection,”

Bette Privides speaks to a group of neighbors whe have rallied to protect a weeping cherry tree
at 7708 Marbury Rd. Petrides is the foundes of Citizens for a Betler Bethesda,

it the couity.

Council member Boward A, Denis (R-Poto-
mauBetheeda) a)ummcilhe il after agroup
of B embarked on a mission

shue said
Le!ulahon for ‘Champion Trees’

The County Comell o Toesday unani-
mously approved emergency legislation to
protect “champion trees,” or trees designated
by the state as the largest of their specles with-

fo save a weeping cherty tree at 7706 Marbary
Rd

"Tam very coneerned about the rapid loss of
urban and suburban trees in the coumty,” De-
nis seid in a statement. “Trees and urhan for-
ests offer numerous community and environ-
mentzl benefits. There ought to be some
protection for our finest lrees”

Denis said his bill was aimed al getbing rid
of ambiguities in the existing forest conserva-
tion Taw, which some county officials said was
nol applicable to properties smaller than
40000 sguare feet, The bill would protect
dlam;vion trees regardless of where they are
or the size of the ot

“T'm d,” said Steve

Tt was unclear this week if the legislation
would allay concerns. Bette Petrides, founder
of Citizens for a Better Bethesda, which Jed
the effort to save the tree from demolition,
said she was pleased with the legislation bat
wild fike to see the county do moree to con-
serve other types of trees,

“We would like to see this act blossom into
spmething that also protects specimen trees
and urban trees throughout the county,” she
sarid.

Eco-Friendly Construction Bill

Abso Toesduy, the council inanimously ap-
proved a bill that would require Builders to uge
environmentally friendly methods to prevent
waiter runoff from new constructon or large
renpvations onto existing properties.

“As neighbarhood discontent over infill con-
struction increases in the downoounty, the
height and size of new or renovated homes is
getting a lot of attention, but the impacts from
water runoff on adjacent properties can often
be @ bigger, more costly problem for neigh-
bars,” said County Council member Nancy Fo-

. ;;Inmm Large), sponsor of the bill, in a

County officials said they believe the bill is
the first of its kind i the nation. It will go mto
eiffiect March 1.

County Executive Debate

College’s Channel 10 will re-

an Ashton rcu&:nlwiwl’leipeduakﬂwlw “q
think Herwrle Deenis showed he's a champlon aof
champions, This is an important step in pro-
teeting Monigomery County free canopies.”

Montgo
broadcasl a debate mung county executive
il d by the

: Leagae of Worn-
en\hlxrsu(Munlgmeoumy
The dates ave today, 7 pum.; tomorrow, &
pam., next Thursday, 7 pan. and Ot 2F-at 6
pam.



